SAMPLE PRELIMINARY JURY INSTRUCTION RE: ELECTRONIC MEDIA
Conduct of the Jury

Now, a few words about your conduct as jurors.

First, I instruct you that during the trial you are not to discuss the case with anyone or
permit anyone to discuss it with you. Until you retire to the jury room at the end of the case to
deliberate on your verdict, you simply are not to talk about this case. If any lawyer, party, or
witness does not speak to you when you pass in the hall, ride in the elevator, or the like,
remember it is because they are not supposed to talk with you nor you with them. In this way, an
unwarranted and unnecessary suspicion about fairness can be avoided. If anyone should try to
talk to you about it, bring it to the court’s attention promptly.

After you retire to deliberate, you may begin to discuss the case with your fellow jurors,
but you cannot discuss the case with anyone else until you have returned a verdict and the case is
at its end. I know that many of you use cell phones, Blackberries, the Internet and other tools of
technology to communicate. You must not use these tools to communicate electronically with
anyone about the case. This includes your family and friends. Just to reiterate, you may not
communicate with anyone about the case on your cell phone, through e-mail, Blackberry, iPhone,
text messaging, through any blog, through any Internet chat room, or by way of any other social
networking website, including Twitter, Facebook, My Space, LinkedIn, and YouTube.

Second, do not read or listen to anything touching on this case in any way.

Third, do not try to do any research or make any investigation about the case on your
own. In other words, you should not consult dictionaries or reference materials, search the
Internet, websites, blogs, or use any other electronic tools to obtain information about this case or

to help you reach a verdict.



Finally, do not form any opinion until all the evidence is in. Keep an open mind until you
start your deliberations at the end of the case.

During the trial, I will permit you to take notes. A word of caution is in order. There is
always a tendency to attach undue importance to matters which one has written down. Some
testimony which is considered unimportant at the time presented, and thus not written down,
takes on greater importance later in the trial in light of all the evidence presented. Therefore, you
are instructed that your notes are only a tool to aid your own individual memory and you should
not compare your notes with other jurors in determining the content of any testimony or in
evaluating the improtance of any evidence. Your notes are not evidence, and are by no means a
complete outline of the proceedings or a list of the highlights of the trial. Above all, your
memory should be your greatest asset when it comes time to deliberate and render a decision in
this case.

So, if you do take notes, leave them in your seat at the end of the day, and my Deputy will
collect them and return them to your seat the next day. And, remember that they are for your
own personal use.

I will give you detailed instructions on the law at the end of the case, and those

instructions will control your deliberations and decision.



