




















plaintiff’s “anti-vaccination beliefs are not religious” but providing “[t]his is not to say that anti-
vaccination beliefs cannot be part of a broader religious faith; in some circumstances, they can,
and in those circumstances, they are protected”)); see also Brown v. Child.’s Hosp. of Phila., 794
F. App'x 226, 227 (3d Cir. 2020) (“[I]t is not sufficient merely to hold a ‘sincere opposition to
vaccination’; rather, the individual must show that the ‘opposition to vaccination is a religious
belief.”” (quoting Fallon, 877 F.3d at 490)); Griffin v. Massachusetts Dep't of Revenue, 2023 WL
4685942, at *5 (D. Mass. July 20, 2023); Ellison v. Inova Health Care Servs., 2023 WL
6038016, at *6 (E.D. Va. Sept. 14, 2023) (A plaintift should “provide[] sufficient allegations
regarding [their] subjective personal beliefs, how those beliefs are related to [their] faith, and
how those beliefs form the basis of [their] objection to the COVID-19 vaccination.”). Defendant
argues that Plaintiff’s objection to the vaccine stems from Plaintiff’s personal moral code rather
than from her religious beliefs.> (D.I. 15 at 7-16; D.I. 18 at 5-8).

Plaintiff identifies two categories of beliefs that she argues qualify as religious beliefs.
(See D.I. 21 at 5 (placing Plaintiff under the “Fetal Stem Cell Argument” and “Cannot change
God Given Immune System/Healing Power rests with God” categories)). For the following
reasons, | find Plaintiff has failed to adequately plead facts that show any of these categories are

religious beliefs that form the basis of her objection to the COVID-19 vaccine.

3 Defendant does not challenge Plaintiff’s assertion that her religious faith of non-denominational
Christianity meets the Africa test. Rather, Defendant argues the beliefs on which Plaintiff’s
objection to the vaccine is based are secular beliefs based on Plaintiff’s personal moral code, as
opposed to religious beliefs that form a part of Plaintiff’s Christian faith. (See D.I. 15 at 7-16;
D.1. 18 at 5-8). Itherefore address only the questions at issue; whether Plaintiff has sufficiently
connected her objection to the vaccine to a religious belief tied to her Christian faith or whether
the beliefs that form the basis of Plaintiff’s objection would otherwise satisfy the Africa standard.
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